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The reasons why fines increase for unpaid tickets

Editorial no. 1

Those who get a $15 parking ticket in West Chester have 14 days to pay. If they don’t, the cost of the ticket increases to $55. If they ignore the citation for another two weeks or so, it increases to $60.

If they continue to do nothing, the alleged illegal parkers will soon have warrants out for their arrests and the $15 parking tickets they received a couple months ago will now be $95 ones. 

It happens a lot. A story published in Sunday’s editions of the Daily Local News reported that West Chester’s two district courts sent out more than 17,000 citations last year for unpaid parking tickets. It reported that in a typical week, 10 or more people come before West Chester’s magisterial district judges, Mark Bruno and Gwen S. Knapp, claiming they were wrongfully ticketed or simply asking for leniency.

As to the fines themselves, the story quoted Glen Bolofsky, who makes a living contesting other people’s parking tickets. He said, "Isn’t something criminal about something that starts at $15, and then goes to $90?"

No, not really. Chester County has 19 district courts within its borders and its responsible for maintaining and staffing them all. For its part, Pennsylvania is responsible for paying the salary and benefits of the magisterial district judges who preside over the 550 district courts throughout the commonwealth.

Thirty dollars of the $40 added to unpaid parking tickets goes to reimburse the county and commonwealth for these costs.

The other $10 tacked onto unpaid parking tickets is for operation of a computer network linking the state’s district courts and the establishment of a similar system for Pennsylvania’s Common Pleas courts.

"The goal is to have a complete common-pleas network, criminal division, completed by the middle of next year," said Art Heinz, communications coordinator for the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts. "It will provide information in the same way the district-justice system does. ..You’ll be able to see the charges, disposition, status of the case, schedule of hearings, and accounting of fees and fines."

The jump in fines from $60 to more than $90 is for more court costs and to pay for the constables assigned to execute the arrest warrants.

Those who forget to pay a parking ticket and have to doll out five times their original fine probably will take little satisfaction in knowing where their money is going. But they should at least know it’s not going to a "criminal" enterprise.
